The American Revolution: Treason & Betrayal
Introduction (0:00-9:56)
· July 4, 1778 a week after Monmouth, American confidence was high
· Despite hours of fighting in the hot sun, the Colonials had held their own, and Washington was the unquestionable leader
· The British marched to New York City after giving up Philadelphia

· The Continental Congress moved back to Philadelphia

· Ethan Allen at Ticonderoga and Horatio Gates at Saratoga had both slighted and disrespected Arnold

· Crippled with his leg injury, Benedict Arnold became Philadelphia’s military governor (appointed by Washington)- he was to restore order to Philadelphia after 8 months of British rule

· Philadelphia under the British was not a great place

· Poor did not have food

· People begged in the street

· Protests against loyalists

· Both the state and colonial governments began asserting their authority over Philadelphia

· Arnold had a complex personality

· Arrogant

· Not many people liked him

· He was haughty and wealthy

· As military governor, Arnold closed all the stores in order to inventory the goods and provide some to the army, but people accused him of closing the stores to sell the goods himself

· He often dined with loyalists which made many angry (he fell in love with a young 18-year old loyalist named Peggy Shippen whom he courted and eventually married)

The French Alliance (9:56-18:41)
· In the summer of 1778, 12 French ships left for America but they hit a storm
· Franklin’s style of politics in France was to discuss politics while playing chess and flirting

· John Adams arrived in France as an American envoy
· Adams impression of Franklin was that he took too long socializing and not enough time getting things done, but this was Franklin’s way as well as the French way

· Washington again faced limited food, clothes, and supplies as well as no pay for his soldiers

· Women of soldiers not only had to run the household in their absences, but also their businesses
· Many soldiers left to return home, but at the same time, slaves began to enter the fight
· Rhode Island sent an entire regiment of slaves (the First Rhode Island Regiment) where 1 in 4 slaves in RI fought

· In return for fighting, the slaves were offered freedom and the slave owners were given compensation for their service

An Uphill Struggle (18:41-26:01)
· Winter 1779 Washington faced more shortages
· Charges against Benedict Arnold were brought on corruption and abuse of power
· That he used his office for his own benefit

· He was using his office for his own business profits

· The Governor of Pennsylvania- Joseph Reed was Arnold’s accuser

· Probably saw Arnold as a loyalist

· Reed wanted to regain control of Philadelphia

· 8 charges were drawn up against Arnold

· The exchange between Reed and Arnold lasted for months

· March 5, 1779 the Continental Congress held a hearing against Arnold- the committee ruled that there was no intentional wrongdoing by Arnold

· Reed demanded that all of the charges against Arnold should be reinstated and threatened Washington that he would withdraw all of Pennsylvania’s support from the army if they weren’t

· Washington reluctantly agreed to reinstate the charges to save his army

· Arnold then did the unthinkable

· Contacted head of British intelligence John Andre

· Arnold sent information about the Continental Army in exchange for money

· It was Arnold’s way out of the American army, which he believed never appreciated him

· Several veteran officers resigned their commissions as the war pushed on and returned to their old lives (like Hodgkin)
The Iroquois Nation (26:01-35:44)
· 1779 was a slow year in the war
· The major assault that year was a foray into the lands of the Iroquois
· The 6 Nations of the Iroquois of upstate New York were the Mohawk, Oneida, Onondaga, Tuscarora, Cayuga, and Seneca

· The Iroquois support would be an important addition to either side in the war

· The British were close to one native Joseph Brant

· Sir William Johnson took Brant in and raised him

· Brant went to England and met with George, III as a representative and the king agreed to allow the Iroquois to keep their land if they sided with the British

· At tribal council the Iroquois debated which side to join- they wanted to choose the winning side

· 4 nations joined the British but the Oneida and Tuscarora refused to do so

· The war divided the Iroquois people

· Once under British command the Iroquois were required to raid patriot settlements and towns in upstate New York

· In the American press- attacks of Brant and other natives served as propaganda

· Washington ordered an offensive against the Iroquois- the goal was total destruction of the tribes (overrunning and destroying the native entire population)

· In August 1779 4,500 Continental soldiers descended upon the Indian village of Newtown, New York

· Village was burned to the ground

· People retreated and sought British protection at Niagara

· The destruction of the villages made the natives more ferocious

·  Washington’s attention shifted back to Benedict Arnold, who he was considering for a new military position
· Washington officially criticized Arnold in order to please Reed but planned to promote him once the situation blew over

· Arnold had no idea about Reeds ultimatum to Washington and was deeply hurt by Washington’s rebuke of him

· Arnold was offered 20,000 pounds and the position of Brigadier General in the British army, in exchange Arnold would give information and turn over Fort Arnold (West Point) to the British

Arnold’s Treason (35:44-44:48)
· West Point was a key point along the Hudson River (S curve) and the British wanted it- Arnold began to lobby George Washington for command of the fort
· August 1, 1780 Washington summoned Arnold and gave him control of the west wing of the Continental Army and ½ of the best infantry- he instead asked Washington for a desk job because he was “too crippled” and insisted on commanding West Point
· Washington finally gave Arnold the command of West Point

· Arnold quickly made it easy for the British to capture the fort (moved men and weakened it)
· Andre and Arnold completed the plot and met to discuss the takeover

· September 24, 1780 Arnold was to meet with Washington before slipping behind enemy lines and carrying out his plot

· The problem was that Andre and the plans were captured

· Arnold and Peggy quickly burned all evidence they had of the plot and Arnold packed away two pistols and a horse to make a quick getaway

· When Washington arrived Arnold was gone- soon after he learned that Andre was captured along with the plans and he soon realized what Arnold had done

· When Washington went to Peggy’s room, he saw her on the bed in an apparent shock over what her husband had done (she claimed that she had no idea and was distraught- Washington bought the act)

· October 2, 1780- John Andre requested an officer’s death by firing squad but was denied and given a traitor’s death by hanging

· In New York City Arnold took the command of Brigadier General of the British- soon he would follow the war to the south

· Washington would follow Arnold throughout the rest of the war to bring him to justice
